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In the paper a general purpose finite element software for the simulation of piezoelectric materials and
structronic (structure and electronic) systems is presented. The equations of coupled electromechanical
problems are given in a weak form, which are the basis of the development of 1D, 2D, 3D as well as mul-
tilayered composite shell elements. The smart structures finite element code includes static and dynamic
analysis, where also controlled problems can be simulated. Two test examples are presented to compare
the numerical results with measurements.

1. INTRODUCTION

In many branches of engineering lightweight design has become very important to reduce the mass
and the energy consumption and to increase simultaneously the safety, integrity and environmental
compatibility of a system. To meet these opposite objectives adaptive structural concepts have
attracted increasing attention. These concepts are characterized by a synergistic integration of
active (smart) materials, structures, sensors, actuators, and control electronic to an adaptive system.
The potential uses of such concepts cover the entire range from mechanical engineering, aerospace
engineering and civil engineering to manufacturing, transportation, robotics, medicine etc.

The use of plate and shell structures as basic components of such adaptive systems is very
common. Such smart material systems often consist of different layers of passive and active mate-
rials, e.g. steel or aluminium sheets attached with piezoceramics, fiber reinforced composites with
embedded piezoelectric wafers etc. [5, 6, 9, 11].

The global behavior of piezoelectric smart structures can be modeled with sufficient accuracy by
the linearized coupled electromechanical constitutive equations. However, it is generally recognized
that analytical solutions of the coupled electro-mechanical field equations are limited to relatively
simple geometry and boundary conditions. In practical applications, finite element (FE) techniques
provide the versatility in modeling, simulation, analysis and optimal design of real engineering
adaptive structures. The paper gives an overview about our finite element simulation tool. Then
two examples are presented from a number of test examples which we have investigated recently by
numerical as well as experimental methods.

2. GOVERNING EQUATIONS OF THE ELECTROMECHANICAL PROBLEM

The following derivation of the electromechanical fundamental relations is based on conventional
formulations and notations of the theory of elasticity. In the sense of the principle of virtual work
extended by the electrical part we can multiply these equations with a virtual displacement du and
with a virtual electric potential d®, respectively. Integration over the entire domain and the surface
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with applied loads, respectively, provides the coupled electromechanical functional
X = /5uT (BIo +a— pit) dV + /5<1> (BID)dv - /au:{ (t-t)do — /5@ (Q-Q)d0 =0
v v Oq Oq

(1)

with the stress vector o, the body force vector p, the electrical displacement vector D, the vector
of applied surface traction t, the vector of applied surface charge () and the density p. The linear
coupled electromechanical constitutive equations have the form

o =Ce —eE, D =ele+kE (2)

with the (6x6) elasticity matrix C, the (6x3) piezoelectric matrix e, the (3x3) dielectric matrix ,
the strain vector o and the electric field vector E. In a preliminary polarised piezoelectric ceramic,
where the direction of the polarisation at each point of the body is assumed to be direction 3 of a
local Cartesian co-ordinate system, the material tensors are reduced to ¢y, ¢12, €13, €33, €44, Co6 ,
es1, es3, €15, K11, K33, where the five independent elastic constants are measured under constant
(or vanishing) electric field, and the three piezoelectric constants and the two dielectric constants
are measured under constant (or vanishing) deformation.

Introducing equations (2) into equation (1) and using partial integration, the Gaussian integral
theorem, the strain-displacement relationship e = B,u and the analogous relationship for the
electric field E = —Bg®, we get a suitable form of the functional (1) to derive finite element
matrices as

X = / sul pudv + / (B,6u)’ CByudV + / (B,6u)T eBs® dV
\%4 Vv 14
be / (Bod®)" e"B,udV — / (Bd®)" kBs® dV (3)
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3. FINITE ELEMENT FORMULATION AND PIEZOELECTRIC ELEMENT LIBRARY

For finite element discretization we approximate the mechanical displacements and the electric
potential in a finite element by using the interpolation functions G,

N N
up= ) Grg,. . @=) G1d, (4)
L=l

L=l

where N is the number of element nodes and L is the nodal index. For an electromechanical finite
element we extend the mechanical element nodal vector q. by adding the electric potential ® to
each node

@ =[uf |[® | [u][& ] |u}|&n]. (5)
To express e and E we need the derivatives of the shape functions G

[ € ] [BuG1 0 . BuGN 0 ]
E 0 B@Gl 0 B@GN
Where

Bug, =B.GL, Bsg, =BsGy. (7)
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Introducing these approximations into equation (3) and using the fundamental lemma of the calculus
of variation provide the relations for one finite element (index e) in the form of a differential equation
system

Mcqe + Reqge + Keqe = £, (8)

where M, is the element mass matrix, K. is the element stiffness/electric matrix and f, is the
element load vector, respectively.

M, = [ pGTGaY,

Ve

C e
K, = / Bl [ i ] Buasc dV,
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[ GTQdo
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In addition, a rate-dependent damping matrix R, can be included to take into account damping
effects as well. Based on the theoretical background given above a library of piezoelectric finite
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Fig. 1. Piezoelectric finite element library
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elements has been developed (Fig. 1) and testwise implemented in the general purpose finite element
code COSAR. The shape functions of the elements can be linear or quadratic, and the isoparametric
element concept has been used to approximate the element geometry. The solid element family
consists of a basic brick element (hexahedron) and some special degenerate elements which have
been derived by collapsing nodes [1]. The quadrilateral and triangular multilayered shell elements
shown in Fig. 1 have been developed on the basis of a triangular piezoelectric shell element by H.S.
Tzou & R. Ye [12]. We added a quadrilateral element and extended the geometry approximation by
an isoparametric description, and consequently, complex laminated structures can be modelled by
these elements [8].

Thin shell assumptions can be included for the shell as a whole or several layers, and consequently,
the number of degrees of freedom can be reduced by constraint conditions. Global and local effects
such as the transfer behavior of active to passive parts of a structure or delamination propagation
can also be investigated effectively by these elements [3]. Piezoelectric elements and conventional
mechanical elements can be combined in one model.

This technique provides an efficient way to analyse complex adaptive structures which contain
in general only a few special piezoelectric actuators or sensors located at special parts. The finite
element code has the capability to use a substructure technique, and consequently, it is possible to
separate mechanical and piezoelectric structures, and only the hyperstructure has merged DOF's.

4. COMPARISON OF NUMERICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS

In this section two examples of smart structures are presented which have been analysed by nu-
merical as well as experimental methods. In the experimental investigations the voltage supply for
the piezoceramic patches was realized with piezodrivers having an adjustable offset voltage 0V to
+100V. With respect to the low stiffness of the structures a non contact method of displacement
measurements using a laser triangulation sensor was used. The measurement range of this sensor
is +1 mm and the resolution is 0.5 um. The driving voltage was switched between 0V and 100V
several times before accepting the readings of displacement in order to normalize the influence of
the hysteresis behaviour of the piezoceramic patches.

4.1. Adaptive beam structure

Figure 2 gives the geometry, the position of the actuators and the finite element model of the adaptive
beam structure. The material of the base structure is aluminium. The bending deformation results
from the contraction and the stretch of the piezoelectric actuators which are glued at the upper and
the lower side of the beam. For this example we used a control voltage of 100 V. The piezoceramic
layers of 0.2mm thickness consist of PZT material PIC 151 made by PI Ceramic GmbH. The static
deflections induced by externally applied voltages are calculated using 640 3D finite elements with
20 nodes per element. For the numerical simulation we used two sets of data for the PIC 151 material
with different electric material parameters.

One data set (Mat. 2 in Fig. 3), which is given in Fig. 2, was taken from an official data sheet
of the supplier, and another data set (Mat. 1 in Fig. 3) is from an internal source of PI Ceramic
GmbH. Figure 3 compares the FE solution for the static beam deflection along the beam length
with laboratory experiments.

The experimental results are measured by an optical measuring method. Fig. 3 demonstrates
that the measured displacements are greater than the results obtained from the FE calculation.
Finally, the two different sets of material parameters result in a maximum error of the tip deflection
with respect to the experimental results of 16.8% (Mat. 2) and 4.9% (Mat. 1).
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Material properties :
beam : Young s modulus E =7.03 10 * N/mm?
Poisson’s ratio v =0.345 Alithiniuni: beam

Piezoelectric layer (PIC 151):

Elastic compliance S;=15.0 10°mm?*/N
$33=19.0 10°mm*/N
Density p =7.80 g/ent

Piezoelectric constants — dyy=-21.0 10° mm/V
d33=45.0 10° mm/V
d;5=58.0 10° mm/V

Dielectric constants €33/€0=2100
8/1/8():1980

Fig. 2. Model of a clamed beam with piezoelectric actuators

Deflection of a clamped beam with piezoelectric actuators
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Fig. 3. Comparison between numerical and experimental results
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4.2. Clamped adaptive plate

The second example is an adaptive plate attached with piezoceramic patches (Fig. 4). The plate is
made from steel coated with eight piezoelectric layers (PIC 151, see Fig. 1) on the top and on the
bottom surfaces of the plate.

Due to the symmetry of the FE model we used one quarter of the plate only. In order to get a
better agreement between the numerical and experimental results a coarse model of the boundary
conditions was used (Fig. 5). The finite element model consists of 506 3D elements with 20 nodes per
element. First, the eigenvalues and eigenmodes were determined in order to check the correspondence
of the numerical model and the laboratory experiment. The first frequency of the experimental
analysis is fezp = 163.5 s~!, and the numerical result is faim 1672571, Figures 6 and 7 show the
displacements along line z; = 0 and z; = 81.2mm, respectively.
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Fig. 4. Adaptive plate, clamped at all edges
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Fig. 5. FE model and displacement results for the clamped plate
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Displacements along a line x4=0,0 mm
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Fig. 6. Comparison of numerical and experimental results at z; = 0 mm
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Displacements along a line x,=81,2 mm
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Fig. 7. Comparison of numerical and experimental results at 1 = 81.2 mm






